A quick guide to the Marketplace

A one-page guide to the Health Insurance
Marketplace
Here’s an overview of the Health Insurance Marketplace, sometimes known as the health
insurance "exchange."

An easy way to get health coverage
The Marketplace helps people without health coverage enroll in a high-quality plan online, by
phone, or with a paper application. When you apply we’ll tell you if you qualify for:
A health insurance plan with savings based on your income. Most people who apply
qualify for premium tax credits (/glossary/premium-tax-credit) that lower the costs of
coverage. All plans cover essential health benefits (/coverage/what-marketplace-planscover/), pre-existing conditions (/coverage/pre-existing-conditions/), and preventive care
(/preventive-care-benefits/).
Deadlines: You can enroll until February 15, 2015. After that, you can’t get 2015
coverage unless you qualify for a Special Enrollment Period (/glossary/specialenrollment-period).
Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). These programs
provide free or low-cost coverage to millions of families with limited income. Many states
are expanding Medicaid to cover more people. See if your state is expanding coverage
(/medicaid-chip/eligibility/).
No deadlines: You can apply for Medicaid and CHIP any time of year. If you qualify,
coverage can begin immediately.

Qualifying coverage, fees and exemptions
You’re considered covered if you have any job-based plan (/glossary/job-based-healthplan), any plan you bought yourself (/glossary/individual-health-insurance-policy),
Medicare (/glossary/medicare), Medicaid (/glossary/medicaid), CHIP (/glossary/childrenshealth-insurance-program-chip), and many other kinds of coverage. See a full list (/feesexemptions/plans-that-count-as-coverage/).
Most people must have health coverage or pay a fee. (/fees-exemptions/fees-exemptionsoverview/) If you don’t have coverage in 2015, you’ll pay a penalty of either 2% of your
income, or $325 per adult ($162.50 per child) — whichever is higher.
Some people qualify for an exemption (/fees-exemptions/exemptions-from-the-fee/) from
the fee based on income or other situations.

Take action now
Preview plans & prices (/see-plans/) based on your income.
Estimate your income (/income-and-household-information/how-to-report/) for the
Marketplace.
See how to apply (/apply-and-enroll/) or renew/change plans (/keep-or-change-plan/).
Learn how to choose a plan (/choose-a-plan/).
Find out about dental coverage (/coverage/dental-coverage/).
Understand the 5 key terms health plans use: premium (/glossary/premium), deductible
(/glossary/deductible), copayment (/glossary/co-payment), coinsurance (/glossary/coinsurance), and out-of-pocket maximum (/glossary/out-of-pocket-maximum-limit).
Get help: Tips & troubleshooting (/apply-and-enroll/tips-and-troubleshooting/), find a
trained helper in your community (https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/), contact us (/contactus/).

